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Richard Miller writes in this essay that the habit of reading and writing has got a powerful influence on people and their imagination. Despite this, he says that the practice of reading and writing has not been well developed and utilized in contemporary society as it ought to. Richard goes on to prove his point by writing five different short stories that help the reader to grasp the importance and power of developing a culture of reading. Having analyzed the concepts of reading and writing, we recognize that Richard Miller himself likes reading and has developed the habit. From his writing, we examine some of the Millers reading practices (Miller, 2005).
Miller asks very elaborate questions in the texts he writes and reads, not necessarily because he knows the answers but because he wants to engage his mind to delve deeper into the whys, how’s and what ifs of the text. He does this both as a writer and a reader.  He is able to bring out many conflicting ideas and viewpoints in the version just to make sure that his mind can think outside the box and beyond the surface text of the book. 
Richard Miller has an amazingly brilliant mind; he can study a text and notice many aspects of it that would not be able to an average reader. He notices some illogicalities in the written texts though cannot be able to explain them. Miller only points them out. In this manner, he successfully manages to give the reader space to develop his/her thinking about the subjects. Despite the conflicts put forth through the works he references, he still solidly believes in the power and significance of the written word, which gives him the capacity to write the essay igniting something inside the reader through his point of view. 
The question of style comes into play as he brings in the aspect of rhetoric questions. As a reader, I can finish reading the play, but it leaves me with more questions than answers. It the author wanted to make the essay crystal clear and palatable, he most likely would not have concluded the essay with events that bring comfort and ease to the reader. From the beginning, Miller appears to have had the intention of having the reader to question from all fronts within and without (Miller, 2005). He is seen to relay his dissatisfaction with the writing and reading world through the words of others, indirectly showing the kind of influence that writing can have to the mind. He continues to write that he believes his ideas will be heard by many, that his writings will penetrate the minds of people and birth ideas. 
My own reading experience
The book that significantly captured my imagination and impacted my life has been, and it still is “The 33 strategies for War” by Robert Greene. I have read it through more times than I can remember and is the most loved book on my bookshelf. One unique information in regards to the book is that it has 33 different strategies that are entirely diverse from the others. Therefore, I don’t always need to read the book from cover to cover to have one long story, preferably, I can just select one strategy among the 33 that is relevant for a particular period in my life and study it. 
The book is about life. It points out that the whole of life is about war, war with oneself, with others or situations. The book gives the reader 33 strategies on a war that will enable them to learn how to navigate all these conflicts of life to achieve victory. I am a reader who ventures into reading a book very many times just to understand the concept and ideas laid out in the book. I like to study a book rather than just read and move on. For this reason, I find myself keeping piles of many books. I have a personal library that enables me to have books permanently so I can be able to go back to them now and then. 
This book presented above gets depicted as a practical book that gives vivid storylines that capture the moment. It is an action book too, one that enables the reader to learn from the past, put strategies for the moment and prepare adequately for the future. I cannot say that I am in any danger with regards this book. 
Reading might be said to be critical to the changing nature of our world. As the word evolves before our eyes, the changes that the world is witnessing can only be best understood and interpreted by substantial information. Reading thus comes in to illuminate the various challenges that the society needs to handle to successfully experience change that is both constructive but also for posterity. I will be able to know how to deal with specific issues when to deal with them and who can be of critical help when such events occur. 
The need to embrace a reading culture and sustain it
Writing and reading are paramount to the development and advancement of the individual and the society at large. It is through reading that individuals can reach within themselves and discover aspects about themselves that are to get harnessed to further transform the community around them. No aspect of life at this time can be able to be examined and nurtured without the knowledge or some information about what it is, how it is and who it is. The knowledge is what empowers the process of real change, growth, and transformation. As Richard Miller in his essay puts it, teachers have a significant role in driving this. 
Richard Miller puts it clearly that the book has the power to ultimately take over the faculties of an individual and cause them to ultimately be changed and transformed into the agenda and purposes the book drives out. He puts it that a person or society can become what they read and believe, whether it be true or false, destructive or constructive. As Krakauer is shown to get seduced by the writing of London, Thoreau, Muir, and Tolstoy, a reader is completely overwhelmed and almost becomes, in essence, the mind of the writer of the book.
When referring to everybody, every individual needs to develop a reading culture. I have a whole library in my home that consists of more than 300 books. The genre of the books notwithstanding, society ought to embrace the need for sobriety, and moral uprightness and a significant shift in the peoples reading habits will play a vital role to achieve this.
The type and kinds of books that are read do not matter, and there should be no prejudice as to individuals or groups who chose to read particular types of genre or topics. I am personally very much inclined to reading religious books than all a different kind of books. When everybody embraces the freedom to read whatever kind of books they find interesting and enriching, whether they be religious, philosophical, science or fiction does not matter, as long as this diverse, rich knowledge amassed by the populace can serve to bring the society into maturity and enlightenment.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Like McCandless, it is vital that readers surround themselves with books that enhance their own beliefs. We even see that McCandless followed his beliefs so much that he went all over telling others about what he believed so that others could follow, thus turning away the interest of those who did not understand. Although it is not very appropriate that we force other people to embrace our belief systems and ideologies, it is important that we respectfully state our beliefs and why we stick to them as well as how those beliefs have evidently changed our lives to mirror what we want others to experience too. Once we allow this, we can be able to coexist peacefully and embrace every other person’s point of view.
In the end, we all have a role to play, from parents to teachers to the normal person across the street, to create the awareness that our future indeed depends on people who embrace reading and value knowledge and information. From a young age to the eldest of the society, Reading opens up the mind to wonders that cannot be put down or explained. 
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